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only a shirt, a loin-cloth round the waist and another over the
shoulders, and, instead of turbans, short scarves wound round
their heads. The women come clad in black saris and black
bodices, with no flowers or nose-rings or auspicious marks on
their forehead. The first person whom the servant tells is the
priest, and to him, as to every one else, he only says: c So-and-
so is very ill', to avoid giving a shock.
In the meantime some members of the household go to the
bazaar and buy the following articles: a piece of white cloth,
two thick bamboo poles, a black earthen pot in which to carry
fire, string, cotton thread, coco-nut, and sandal-wood weighing
about a pound. (When these particular things are bought,
the sellers know the purpose for which they are wanted and
never ask for money, for haggling at such a time would be
most unlucky- After a week or two some member of the
family goes and pays for them, but if they are not paid, the
shop-keepers simply write them off as a bad debt; for if
the family is too poor to pay for them, the shop-keepers feel
that they must help with the funeral.) After the things are
purchased, the members of the family make a ladder-like
arrangement of the two bamboos and the string.
In the meantime the priest is engaged in making the first
of the numerous funeral offerings. This ceremony is called
Pathika (lit. the traveller) and consists of offering five balls
made of wheat flour and water beside the dead body. The
first ball is offered to the spirit of the plot of earth on which
the corpse is now lying* The second is offered to the spirit of
the threshold over which the dead body is to be carried. (As
a rule, the corpse is carried through the ordinary house door,
but if a Vedic sacrifice or a wedding is going on when death
occurs, a new door has to be made in the wall, since auspicious
festoons are hanging over the ordinary door,) The third ball
is offered to the spirit of the cross-roads of the village through
which the corpse will be carried, If the village does not
contain a junction of four roads, then this ball will be offered
to the spirit of two cross-roads. On the way to the funeral